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AUTHORITY AND POWER IN CHRIST

AUTHORITY DEFINED
Authority is the capacity (innate or
acquired) for exercising dominance
over a group.
Authority is a matter of relationship
(power wielder vs object of power).
Authority emanates from institutions.

Jesus exercised
His AUTHORITY
during His
earthly ministry

Authority
(exousia)
=

POWER
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Mark 1:21-27- They went to
Capernaum, and when the Sabbath
came, Jesus went into the synagogue
and began to teach. The people were
amazed at his teaching, because he
taught them as one who had authority,
not as the teachers of the law. Just then
a man in their synagogue who was
possessed by an evil spirit cried out,
What do you want with us, Jesus of
Nazareth?

Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are--the Holy One of God!
Be quiet! said Jesus sternly. "Come out
of him!" The evil spirit shook the man
violently and came out of him with a
shriek. The people were all so amazed
that they asked each other, "What is
this? A new teaching--and with authority!
He even gives orders to evil spirits and
they obey him."

Luke 13:31-33- At that time some
Pharisees came to Jesus and said to
him, "Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill
you." He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will
drive out demons and heal people today
and tomorrow, and on the third day I will
reach my goal.' In any case, I must keep
going today and tomorrow and the next
day--for surely no prophet can die
outside Jerusalem!

Authority
COMMANDS!

Christians have
SPIRITUAL
AUTHORITY
in Christ!

Ephesians 1:17-21- I keep asking that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit
of wisdom and revelation, so that you
may know him better. I pray also that
the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, and his incomparably great
power for us who believe.

2

5/19/2014

That power is like the working of his
mighty strength, which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly realms, far
above all rule and authority, power
and dominion, and every title that
can be given, not only in the present
age but also in the one to come.

1 Corinthians 2:4 - My
message and my preaching
were not with wise and
persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's
power.

Authority to
Preach the
Gospel

Matthew 28:19-20 - Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end
of the age."

Romans 10:14-15- How, then, can
they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they
have not heard? And how can they
hear without someone preaching to
them? And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As it is
written, "How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news!"

Authority and
Power over
evil forces and
diseases
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"Many Christians debate
whether the devil is on the earth
or in hell; can he dwell in
Christians or only in the world?
The fact is, the devil is in
darkness. Wherever there is
spiritual darkness, there the devil
will be." - Francis Frangipane

Mark 16:17-18 - And these signs
will accompany those who believe:
In my name they will drive out
demons; they will speak in new
tongues; they will pick up snakes
with their hands; and when they
drink deadly poison, it will not hurt
them at all; they will place their
hands on sick people, and they will
get well."

Luke 9:1-2- When Jesus had
called the Twelve together, he
gave them power and authority
to drive out all demons and to
cure diseases, and he sent them
out to preach the kingdom of
God and to heal the sick.

Mat 10:1,7-8- He called his twelve
disciples to him and gave them
authority to drive out evil spirits and
to heal every disease and sickness.
As you go, preach this message:
'The kingdom of heaven is near.'
Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse those who have leprosy,
drive out demons. Freely you have
received, freely give.

Acts 19:13-16- Some Jews who
went around driving out evil spirits
tried to invoke the name of the Lord
Jesus over those who were demonpossessed. They would say, "In the
name of Jesus, whom Paul
preaches, I command you to come
out." Seven sons of Sceva, a
Jewish chief priest, were doing this.

One day the evil spirit answered
them, "Jesus I know, and I know
about Paul, but who are you?" Then
the man who had the evil spirit
jumped on them and overpowered
them all. He gave them such a
beating that they ran out of the
house naked and bleeding.
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Acts 3:6-7 - Then Peter said,
"Silver or gold I do not have, but
what I have I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk." Taking him by
the right hand, he helped him up,
and instantly the man's feet and
ankles became strong.

James 4:7 - Submit
yourselves, then, to God.
Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.
Ephesians 4:27 – “…and do
not give the devil a foothold.”

Authority and
Power Over SIN

Romans 6:6-7- For we know
that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of
sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be
slaves to sin-- because
anyone who has died has
been freed from sin.

Authority should
be EMBRACED
and EXERCISED!
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Matthew 17:20 - He replied,
"Because you have so little faith.
I tell you the truth, if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed,
you can say to this mountain,
'Move from here to there' and it
will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you. "

We must
have the
POWER of the
Holy Spirit!

Luke 4:1-2- Jesus, full of the
Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit
in the desert, where for forty
days he was tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing during
those days, and at the end of
them he was hungry.
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Matthew 12:28 - But if I drive
out demons by the Spirit of
God, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you.

Zechariah 4:6 - So he said
to me, "This is the word of
the LORD to Zerubbabel:
'Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit,' says the
LORD Almighty. ."

Acts 1:8 - But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth."

Our authority
rests on our
relationship
with Christ

Luke 10:17,20 - The seventytwo returned with joy and said,
"Lord, even the demons submit
to us in your name." He
replied…However, do not rejoice
that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are
written in heaven."
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